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Abstract. We present the latest results of the survey searching for the nature of UV-selected
galaxies in the Great Observatories Origins Deep Survey fields. By searching for UV-bright
galaxies at intermediate redshifts (z ~ 1) we aim at understanding the nature of star-forming
galaxies and their counterparts at higher-z, the so-called Lyman Break Galaxies.
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1. Introduction

We used the parallel observations taken with HST/WFPC2 in the U-band (F300W)
which covered 88% of the GOODS fields (Giavalisco et al. 2004) to identify sources and
selected only objects with GOODS/ACS counterparts. We used the multiwavelength
GOODS data to estimate photometric redshifts (Dahlen et al. 2005) and 95 spectro-
scopic redshifts available through the GOODS collaboration. We used the spectral types
obtained by the photometric redshift fitting to identify the starburst galaxies. We have
also visually checked all objects and looked for tidal effects and nearby companions.

We present a sample of 268 objects, including 42 stars or AGNs, in the GOODS North
and South fields. The analysis of the ACS images (B, V, i, z) of these UV-selected objects
reveals that:

(a) Most of the objects are between 0.2 < z < 0.8

(b) The majority (45%) of the galaxies have spectral types of starbursts, however,
galaxies of all spectral types are found, including early-types (5%),

(¢) 75% of the starbursts have tidal tails or show some peculiarity typical of interac-
tion/mergers and 50% of the starbursts have another galaxy within 5x5 arcsec;

(d) The bluest galaxies (U — B < 0.2 and B—V < 0.1) are at 1.1 < z < 1.9 and have
peculiar morphologies that resembles either tadpoles, chains, or double-clump galaxies
(see Elmegreen et al. 2005) and half-light radius 1.6 + 0.4kpc.

(e) The UV-selected sample has an average rest-frame Mp=19.9 + 0.1 which is at
least two magnitudes fainter than typical Lyman Break Galaxies.
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