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CORRESPONDENCE

In C.R. Ixxx (1966), 323, Professor F. R, D.
Goodyear writes as follows concerning my
chapter on ‘The Language of Lucretius’ in
Lucretius, edited by D. R. Dudley (1965): ‘he
seems to imply that, if we accept that there
was an evolution of Latin hexameter poetry
from Ennius to Lucretius to Virgil, this entails
that Lucretius must be judged by Virgilian
standards’. My basic theme, enunciated on p.
71 and argued at some length, was (naturally)
that Lucretius must not be judged by such

standards. I regret that some alleged lack of
clarity on my part may have led the reviewer
to such a preposterous conclusion; but my
argument was apparently clear to Mr.
David A. West, who wrote in 7.R.S. Ivi (1966),
275, ‘W. S. Maguinness . . . delivers an attack
upon the tendency to condemn Republican
poets for failing to comply with Augustan
standards.’

King’s College, London W. S. MAGUINNESS
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