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His work on the " Zergliederung des Gehororgans " was translated
with loving care by George Stone, of Liverpool, and has been unsurpassed
for the minuteness of its directions for the dissection and preparation of
the ear by every method, including that by means of corrosion.

The "Lehrbuch der Ohrenheilkunde" has gone through five editions
—the last in 1909—and has demonstrated the progressive mentality and
maintained activity of this remarkable author. His " Wand-tafel zur
Anatomie des Ohres " figure on thewall of every school of otology, as
they did on those of his own, absur'dly too small, clinic in Vienna. In
this, however, room was found for life-sized portraits of Wylde and
Toynbee. Those of us who in early days made a thorough study of
Politzer's text-book, as translated by Dr. Cassells, of Glasgow, will, like
the present writer, always owe a deep debt of gratitude to the author,
who, while acknowledging his indebtedness to the inspiring influence of
Toynbee, placed before us the science and art of otology as based on a
sound pathology tested in the light of vast clinical study and experience.

One of the labours of love of his -lifetime was his masterly
" Geschichte der Ohrenheilkunde," of which a review appeared in this
Journal in 1907. The work is full of antiquarian, classical and historical
lore, and should be a cherished treasure to whoever is fortunate enough
to possess it.

Politzer was an artist in every way. Paintings, curios, travel were
hobbies, and it may be said in all reverence that in all his relations of
life the artist showed himself. He strove for efficiency ; his speeches
and papers in many languages were obviously prepared with care, and
not left to the chance of the moment. His care of his health and
strength was, in a sense, an art, and his remarkable preservation of
mind and body could only have resulted from great original physical
strength maintained by the exercise of care, wisdom and courage.

He was the greatest aurist in the world, and most will admit that
his place is not as yet filled. James Dundas-Grant.

NOTES AND QUERIES.
PARIS.

Dr. Bourgeois has been appointed to the post of Oto-Rhino-Laryngologist at
the Laennec Hospital, left vacant by the death of Dr. Lombard.

Dr. F. Lemaitre is organising the service of oto-laryngology at the St. Louis
Hospital—the fourth service of laryngology in Paris.

Dr. Georges Laurens is conducting classes of practical instruction in Oto-
laryngology at the Hopital Saint-Joseph.

Dr. Wyatt Wingrave sends the enclosed cutting from the Quarterly Review
(circa 1843) :

ACCIDENT TO MB. BRUNEI,.

" Mr. Brunei,1 the celebrated engineer, had several nai-row escapes with his life,
but the mo3t extraordinary accident which befel him was that which occurred
while one day playing with his children, and astonishing them by passing a half-
sovereign through his mouth out at his ear. Unfortunately he swallowed the

1 Sir Isambard Brunei of Great Western Railway and " Great Eastern" fame.
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coin, which dropped into his windpipe. The accident occurred on April 3, 1843,
and it was followed by frequent fits of coughing, and occasional uneasiness in the
right side of the chest; but so slight was the disturbance of breathing that it
was for some time doubted whether the coin had really fallen into the windpipe.
After the lapse of fifteen days Sir Benjamin Brodie met Mr. Key in consultation,
and they concurred in the opinion that most probably the half-sovereign was
lodged at the bottom of the right bronchus. The day after, Mr. Brunei placed
himself in a prone position on his face upon some chairs, and, bending his head
and neck downwards, he distinctly felt the coin drop towards the glottis. A
violent cough ensued, and on resuming the erect posture he felt as if the object
again moved downwards into the chest. Here was an engineering difficulty, the
like of which Mr. Brunei had never before encountered. The mischief was purely
mechanical; a foreign body had got into his breathing apparatus, and must be
removed, if at all, by some mechanical expedient. Mr. Brunei was, however, equal
to the occasion. He had an apparatus constructed, consisting of a platform which
moved upon a hinge in the centre. Upon this he had himself strapped, and his
body was then inverted in order that the coin might drop downward by its own
weight, and so be expelled. At the first experiment the coin again slipped
towards the glottis, but it caused such an alarming fit of convulsive coughing
and appearance of choking that danger was apprehended, and the experiment
was discontinued. Two days after, on the 25th, the operation of tracheotomy was
performed by Sir Benjamin Brodie, assisted by Mr. Key, with the intention of
extracting the coin by the forceps, if possible. Two attempts to do so were made
without success. The introduction of the forceps into the windpipe on the
second occasion was attended with so excessive a degree of irritation, that it was
felt the experiment could not be continued without imminent danger to life.
The incision in the windpipe was, however, kept open, by means of a quill or tube,
until May 13, by which time Mr. Brunei's strength had sufficiently recovered to
enable the original experiment to be repeated. He was again strapped to his
apparatus, his body was inverted, his back was struck gently, and he distinctly
felt the coin quit its place on the right side of his chest. The opening in the
windpipe allowed him to breathe while the throat was stopped by the coin, and it
thus had the effect of preventing the spasmodic action of the glottis. After a few
coughs the coin dropped into his mouth. Mr. Brunei used afterwards to say that
the moment when he heard the gold piece strike against his upper front teeth
was, perhaps, the most exquisite in his whole life. The half-sovereign had been
in his windpipe for not less than six weeks."— Quarterly Review.

ROYAL SOCIETY or MEDICINE: OTOLOGICAL SECTION.

The next meeting of this Section will be held on January 21,1921. Secretaries :
Mr. Lionel Colledge and Mr. Norman Patterson.

ROYAL SOCIETY OF MEDICINE: LAKYNGOLOGICAL SECTION.

The next meeting of this Section will be held on February 4,1921. Secretaries:
Dr. Irwin Moore and Mr. C. W. Hope.

SOME SPECIALIZATION.

Two Rotarian " Docs." met by chance in the Fifth District " Hostility Hut."
" Good morning, I see you are a doctor."
" Yes, are you ? "
"Yes—a specialist."
" So am I—the nose."
" Really ?—Which side ? "
The Rotarian, August, 1920.
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JOURNAL OF LARYNGOLOGY, RHINOLOGY AND OTOLOGY, future of
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ADVERTISEMENTS. Vll

A N E W H E A D L A M P . Dcvised by GILBEBT CHUBB- MB-D.Sc.Lond., F.R.C.S.Eng.

An improved lamp on the Klar principle; fitted with unbreakable mirror of speculum metal;
easily adjusted and economical in use. (Vide Lancet, March 13th, 1920.)

A MASTOID RETRACTOR
Designed by B. SEYMOUR JONES, F.R.C.S.,

Surgeon, Birmingham Ear and Throat Hospital.

A simple self-retaining spring retractor;
easily placed in position and removed

and not liable to slip when in use.

A TONGUE HOLDER & DEPRESSOR for Tonsillectomy.
Suggested by JAMES DONELAN, Ch.M., M.B.

When removing the tonsils by
dissection this tongue forceps
has Wen found useful. The
points are inserted trans*
versely and well back in the
dorsum of the tongue, which
is depressed so as to give a
good view and free the respi*
ratory passages.

Particulars on application to

CHIRON HOUSE,
59 & 61, New Cavendish St.,

LONDON, W. 1.
Telephone :

MAYFAIR 6320 (2 lines).
Telegrams:

"TREPHINE, WESDO, LONDON.'
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CHIRON HOUSE,
59-61, New Cavendish St.,

London, W. 1.

Chiron
Examination

Lamp (Regd.)

The Chiron Lamp has been approved
by many leading Specialists, and we
have no hesitation in recommending
it as superior to any lamp yet pro-
duced. The Burner of the ^-Watt
type, of special design, gives a bril-
liant illumination of about 200
candle-power.

TONSIL PASTE APPLICATOR.
Devised by IRWIN MOORE, M.B., C.M.Edin., Surgeon to the Throat Hospital, Golden Square.

Vide " The Treatment of Enlarged or Diseased Tonsils in Cases where Surgical
Procedures are Contra-indicated" (Journal of Laryngology, October, 1919).

PRINTED BY ior.lUD AND SON AND WIST NEWSU1J, LIMITED, r.ONDOK ilTB DOBKING.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022215100021411 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022215100021411

