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Trees and Soil Stabilization
Traditionally, the understanding of the function of
trees in preventing soil erosion has been expressed by the
maintenance, or establishment where necessary, of
copses, hedgerows, etc. This tradition has characterized
agricultural and rural life in Britain and many other parts
of the world, and did so even before the formal introduction of forestry and land management.
It may also be noted that human impoverishment in
many of the less-developed countries is due in part to soil
erosion and the encroachment of desert into fertile areas
due to deforestation. Historically in such countries, the
problem has been caused by the need for fuel-wood for
cooking, although national governments themselves, and
international organizations, having recognized the imminent dangers, are now establishing reforestation programmes as rapidly as possible.
At the present stage in the development of knowledge
on this subject, it seems totally unacceptable that trees
should be cut down or endangered unnecessarily and
indiscriminately for the personal convenience of particular individuals, and the risk of this happening has rightly
stimulated, or in some cases actually induced, the
formation of numerous conservation societies. All welladvised government authorities translate this public

demand into legal and administrative actions directed
towards the conservation and management of trees.
It is well understood that an important environmental
function of trees is to establish and maintain a balance
between rainfall and land drainage — by allowing the
downward seepage of excess water within the soil's
crevices, and the transpiration of water vapour from the
soil by the leaves. Additionally, the surface roots have a
soil-binding function and the canopy militates against soil
desiccation while moderating the effects of wind.
The farmers of Britain and other enlightened countries
have understood this for generations, so that more recently
a total science of forestry and land management has
evolved, and supporting legislation has been introduced.
There are consequently good reasons why the destruction
of useful trees by individuals for personal motives should
not be tolerated.
JOHN RAWNSLEY
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Future of the Forestry Work-force
The forestry work-force is in rapid transition in North
America, Europe, and other industrialized regions. There
is growing concern throughout these regions as to whether
a quantitatively and qualitatively adequate work-force can
be attracted into the forestry sector to maintain, manage,
and utilize, the regions' forests in the year 2000 and
beyond.
Concerted action is needed in the forest sector, by
industry, trade unions, governments, training institutions,
and others, if the industry is to avert damage to the sector
and to the people working in it. A seminar on the future of
the forestry work-force is now being organized in the
United States, to examine the wide range of issues that
have to be considered in order for the forestry sector to
adjust in time and in the right direction.

The seminar will be held in Corvallis, Oregon, USA,
from Monday 4 to Friday 8 May 1992 under the auspices
of the United States Government, the College of Forestry,
Oregon State University, the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO
Committee on Forest Technology, Management, and
Training, and the International Union of Forest Research
Organisations (IUFRO).
Dean
&
JOHN J. GARLAND, Associate Professor
College of Forestry
Oregon State University
Corvallis
Oregon 97331, USA.
GEORGE BROWN,

UNEP and Canon's International Photographic Competition 'Focus on Your World'
Introduction
The first International Photographic Competition on
the Environment has been organized by the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), based in
Nairobi, Kenya, in cooperation with Canon, Inc., with
headquarters in Tokyo, Japan. It is a world-wide competition aimed at heightening international environmental
awareness. The details of the competition are as follows
and should be carefully heeded by would-be beneficiaries.
From October 1991 until the end of February 1992,
photographs which encapsulate the theme 'Focus on Your
World' will be accepted from professional and amateur
photographers around the world. Several judging stages
will be used to select the winning entries. Announcement
of the prize will be made at the World Environment Day
ceremonies in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on 5 June 1992,* to
* According to a late message from UNEP's Chief of Information and
Public Affairs, the awards will be presented on 6 June 1992. — Ed.

be celebrated during the holding of the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED)
which is to take place there from 1-12 June 1992.
The organizers invite entries that depict the beauty of
our planet as well as those which encourage improvements in the control of pollution and the elimination of the
destruction of natural resources which now plague the
global environment and jeopardize the future of our
Biosphere and very life.
Numerous Prizes Offered
In addition to the professional and amateur divisions, a
children's category has also been established. A grand
total of 206 photographers will be honoured with prizes,
medals, cash awards, and commemorative certificates.
The Gold Prize winners in the professional and amateur
divisions will receive US $20,000 and US $10,000, respectively. Total prizes, including cash awards and Canon
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cameras, will amount to US $147,000. The International
Photographic Council, a nongovernmental organization of
the United Nations, will also offer two scholarships for
young entrants (15 to 21 years old) in the form of a photographic correspondence course in English from the New
York Institute of Photography.
UNEP's Executive Director Dr Mostafa K. Tolba
offered the following comments concerning the competition: 'Climate changes, water pollution, forest destruction, air pollution and other environmental abuse, are
already well advanced in many sectors of the world. The
processes of environmental abuse are as destructive as
nuclear war, and far less easy to avert. Never has humanity
faced so crucial a decade as the 1990s. The most important
demand at this critical time is for each and every political
and business leader to develop a strong environmental
awareness, and [to] take action to protect our irreplaceable
planet. This photo [graphy] competition is based on the
belief that the way in which we see our precious planet, as
revealed through the eye of the camera, can inspire high
social commitment and a driving sense of mission. We
are looking forward to the participation of large numbers
of photographers from many different countries.'
Canon's President Enthusiastic
President Dr Keizo Yamaji, of Canon, Inc., the supporting sponsor of the competition, commented: 'Canon
is determined to excel as a global company capable of
contributing to the world through our corporate philosophy of "Mutually Rewarding Coexistence." To

achieve this goal, we are taking a serious and international stand on the environmental challenge of the 21st
century.'
'With the focus on our "E" (for ecology, energy, and
environment) Operations,' Dr Yamaji said, 'We are
making a major effort for protecting the environment and
preserving natural resources. Specific projects include
recycling cartridges for Canon personal copiers and laserbeam printers, developing solar cells as a source of clean
energy and cleaner manufacturing processes without
using any chlorofluorocarbon, and creating more comfortable office environments as well on our own initiative. As
a truly global corporation, Canon are thus propelled by a
dedication for ecological concerns. We are extremely
honoured to have the opportunity to cooperate in the
sponsorship of this UNEP photo[graphic] competition,
which we intend to utilize as one vital venue in putting our
corporate philosophy to work.'
The competition is also supported by the United
Nations Department of Public Information (UNDPI), the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), and the International Photographic
Council (IPC). Support is also being provided by Varig
Brazilian Airlines, Japan Airlines, and Eastman Kodak
Company.
TORE J. BREVIK, Chief

Information and Public Affairs
United Nations Environment Programme
PO Box 30552
Nairobi, Kenya.
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scientists, and anthropologists, will be invited, so as to
enhance the flow of ideas between professionals concerned with protected-area management and those
interested in wider environmental and conservation
issues. Participation will be only by invitation from
IUCN's Director-General.
Co-sponsors of this event will include the governments of The Netherlands, Sweden, Canada, USA, and
Australia, WWF, The United States Nature Conservancy,
the MacArthur Foundation, FAO, the World Bank,
UNEP, UNESCO, and many others. Over the nearly twoweeks' period, participants will be actively involved in a
diversity of plenary sessions, symposia, workshops
(which will be the 'core' of the Congress), training
courses, demonstrations, posters, technical field-trips,
exhibitions, and cultural events.
The Congress is designed to produce a number of
specific outputs, requiring that all participants come

prepared to contribute very actively to the workshops and
other events. Results expected from the Caracas Congress
include a large number of publications, an action plan, a
declaration for the forthcoming UN Conference on Environment and Development, a set of recommendations,
and a protected-areas investment portfolio. It is hoped
subsequently to publish a book describing the main
proceedings. The Congress will also be the occasion for
the release of the Global Biodiversity Strategy on 11
February 1992.
JEFFREY A. MCNEELY, Secretary-General
IVth World Congress on National Parks
& Protected Areas
do 1UCN Headquarters
Avenue du Mont-Blanc
1196 Gland, Switzerland.
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