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This c. 1585 manuscript of the prose romance Arcadia by Sir Philip Sidney is a scribal transcript of the original, unrevised version. Arcadia was based on the Italian epic 
Orlando Furioso and composed for his sister, Lady Mary Sidney. After her brother's death in 1586, Mary Sidney completed the work. Known in its printed form as The 

Countess of Pembroke's Arcadia, it was published in 1593. Book II of Arcadia is a possible source for The Two Gentlemen of Verona. 
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