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The Dering Manuscript, titled "The History of Henrie the fourth," is the earliest surviving manuscript based on Shakespeare's dramas; it dates to 1623. The manuscript reduces The 

First and Second Part of King Henry the Fourth into one play containing 3,401 lines. A longstanding interest in theatre helped prompt Sir Edward Dering to orchestrate the 

adaptation of the Henry the Fourth plays for performance in his home. This performance is the earliest known English amateur production of Shakespeare. 
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