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Early nineteenth-century British actor Edmund Kean was known for his passionate performances that emphasized the social and political conditions of 

Shakespeare's characters. In this period, the choice role in Othello was Iago; Kean was unusual in that his vibrant Othello overshadowed his co-stars. Kean 

lived as passionately as he performed, however, and his later performances were stunted by heavy drinking and the ravages of venereal disease. He last 

appeared in 1833 as Othello opposite his son Charles. This promptbook marks the point during Act 3, Scene 3 at which "poor Kean sank on the neck of his 

son and was carried off the stage." He died soon after. 
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