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Otojirō Kawakami and his wife Sadayakko were deemed the "Henry Irving and Ellen Terry of Japan" when they first performed in San Francisco in 1899 (Downer, Lesley. Madame Sadayakko: The Geisha Who Bewitched 

the West. New York: Gotham Books, 2004.). The couple long performed together; this playbill advertises their appearance as Othello and Desdemona in a 1903 production at the Meiji-za Theatre in Tokyo. 
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