BOOKSHELF GUIDELINES

All Journal of American Studies Bookshelf contributions must adhere to the following specifications: 

· Please submit your contributions in a Word document.

· Contributions must be submitted with a title, which will be composed at the discretion of the individual author.

· Contributions must include the author’s full name and institutional affiliation. Contributors who are without such an affiliation may describe themselves as an “Independent Scholar” if they wish.

· Contributions should be written for as general an audience as possible. All technical, theoretical, and scholarly terms and concepts should be explained in a straightforward and comprehensive manner. In other words, contributors should not assume that the reader shares their expertise on the text under discussion.

· Contributors are free to adopt a formal academic style, a conversational, blog-like style, or a combination of the two. Regardless of the style chosen, authors should foreground their direct, personal engagement with the text in their entries.

· In terms of referencing, footnotes are welcomed, and should be composed according to either the MLA 8th (for books on arts and literature) or Chicago style guides (for books on history, politics, and so forth). 

· Please do not include hyperlinks, endnotes, or bubble comments in your contributions.

· Contributors are responsible for producing a final draft, including any and all accepted corrections and amendments. 

· Finally, contributions should not exceed 1,000 words. 

