
Governments wor ldwide are pr ior i t iz ing pr imary care in their  heal th system reform
efforts,  wi th s igni f icant var iat ions in their  approaches and impacts.  Heal th systems
with a dominant medical  model of  pr imary care,  e.g. ,  in Austral ia,  Canada, Uni ted
Kingdom, str ive to improve qual i ty and access to regular,  longi tudinal  pr imary
care,  shi f t ing providers to work together in mult i -professional  teams, and better
connect ing pr imary care wi th the rest  of  the heal th system. In contrast ,  heal th
systems that have evolved from a more community or ientat ion,  e.g. ,  Brazi l ,
leverage a more diverse pr imary and community care workforce in terms of
t ra ining and special izat ion,  and use a range of  strategies to address qual i ty and
access chal lenges. 

We are invi t ing proposals for  papers descr ib ing and/or comparing reform efforts,
as wel l  as uncover ing the mechanisms, or under ly ing theor ies of  act ion,  that  help
understand why and in which contexts the reforms have (or have not)  achieved
their  intended system impacts.  

Quest ions of  interest  include but are not l imi ted to:  how have di f ferent reform
efforts produced behavioral  changes among the complex mix of  heal th care
providers,  organizat ions,  and other stakeholders dur ing and af ter  implementat ion?
How do some pol icy levers or instruments t r igger mechanisms that open up more
space for innovat ion than others? Have any jur isdict ions achieved pr imary care
reform at scale and why? How might we draw learnings through comparat ive
analysis of  pr imary care reforms that accounts for  d i f fer ing system dynamics and
histor ical  t ra jector ies? 

How can we bring about radical
reform in primary and 
community care? 

CALL FOR PAPERS

A workshop and special issue of HEPL 
to facilitate learning from 
diverse contexts and systems 



Abstracts (up to 500 words) can be submit ted unt i l  27 October 2025 and should be
sent v ia emai l  to Sara Al l in (sara.al l in@utoronto.ca) and Jean-Louis Denis
( jeanlouis.denis@utoronto.ca).  Authors wi l l  be advised i f  they have been
successful  by 15 November 2025.

Co-Guest-Editors:

Jean-Louis Denis,  Prof . ,  Inst i tute of  Heal th Pol icy,  Management and Evaluat ion,
Universi ty of  Toronto,  Canada

Sara Al l in,  Assoc. Prof ,  Inst i tute of  Heal th Pol icy,  Management and Evaluat ion,
Universi ty of  Toronto,  and Director,  North American Observatory on Health
Systems and Pol ic ies

Carmen Huckel  Schneider,  Assoc. Prof ,  and Deputy Director at  the Leeder Centre
for Heal th Pol icy,  Economics and Data at  the Universi ty of  Sydney, Austral ia

Viola Burau, Prof ,  Aarhus Universi ty,  Denmark 

Michael  Anderson, Dr. ,  Universi ty of  Manchester and LSE Health

Part ic ipants wi l l  be invi ted to at tend a v i r tual  workshop on 3  December 2025 to
present and get feedback on works in progress.  Fol lowing this,  the Spr ing 2026
European Health Pol icy Group in-person meet ing wi l l  invi te selected part ic ipants
to present a fu l l  paper.  These papers wi l l  then be considered for inclusion in a
special  issue in Heal th Economics,  Pol icy and Law (publ icat ion in ear ly 2027).  
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