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A workshop and specml iss
to facilitate learning from A
diverse contexts and system

Governments worldwide are prioritizing primary care in their health system reform
efforts, with significant variations in their approaches and impacts. Health systems
with a dominant medical model of primary care, e.g., in Australia, Canada, United
Kingdom, strive to improve duality and access to regular, longitudinal primary
care, shifting providers to work together in multi-professional teams, and Dbetter
connecting primary care with the rest of the health system. In contrast, health
systems that have evolved from a more community orientation, e.g., Brazil,
leverage a more diverse primary and community care workforce In terms of
training and specilalization, and use a range of strategies to address quality and
access challenges.

We are inviting proposals for papers describing and/or comparing reform efforts,
as well as uncovering the mechanisms, or underlying theories of action, that help
understand why and in which contexts the reforms have (or have not) achieved
their intended system impacts.

Questions of Interest include but are not limited to: how have different reform
efforts produced behavioral changes among the complex mix of health care
providers, organizations, and other stakeholders during and after implementation?
How do some policy levers or instruments trigger mechanisms that open up more
space for innovation than others? Have any jurisdictions achieved primary care
reform at scale and why? How might we draw learnings through comparative
analysis of primary care reforms that accounts for differing system dynamics and
historical trajectories?



Participants will be invited to attend a virtual workshop on 3'® December 2025 to
present and get feedback on works in progress. Following this, the Spring 2026

European Health Policy Group in-person meeting will invite selected participants
to present a full paper. These papers will then be considered for inclusion In a
special issue In Health Economics, Policy and Law (publication in early 2027).

Abstracts (up to 500 words) can be submitted until 27 October 2025 and should be
sent via emaill to Sara Allin (sara.allin@utoronto.ca) and Jean-Louis Denis
(jeanlouis.denis@utoronto.ca). Authors will be advised If they have been
successful by 15 November 2025.

Co-Guest-Editors:

Jean-Louis Denis, Prof., Institute of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation,
University of Toronto, Canada

Sara Allin, Assoc. Prof, Institute of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation,
University of Toronto, and Director, North American Observatory on Health

Systems and Policies

Carmen Huckel Schneider, Assoc. Prof, and Deputy Director at the Leeder Centre
for Health Policy, Economics and Data at the University of Sydney, Australia

Viola Burau, Prof, Aarhus University, Denmark

Michael Anderson, Dr., University of Manchester and LSE Health




