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Changes to syllabus content

The Cambridge International AS & A Level Sociology syllabus is changing. For full
revised syllabus information, see the Cambridge Assessment International website
cambridgeinternational.org. This brochure is designed to update you about the
main changes and explain how Cambridge University Press resources have been
designed to provide you and your students with excellent support for the updated
syllabus for examination from 2021.
Key changes

What this means for you and how we support you

• Key concepts from the last syllabus have been reduced and integrated into syllabus content. The key concepts
that now run through the course are:

This means:
You and your students will need to be familiar with the way the material has been moved around and updated, particularly with the
changes to Globalisation and the moves between The Family and Methods of Research.

o

Inequality and opportunity

o

Socialisation, culture and identity

o

Power, control and resistance

o

Structure and human agency

o

Social change and development

•

In the AS content, some theories and perspectives have been removed from Methods of Research. Others have
been integrated into The Family

•

There have been some changes in the media unit to bring the topic up to date. For example, there is a deeper
look at social media

•

The Global Development topic has been replaced with a topic on Globalisation, and the focus on Theory
of Development as part of this unit has been reduced

•

Some aspects of the Sociology of Crime have been integrated into Media and Globalisation

It is particularly important to note the moves between Socialisation and Methods of Research and The Family, because these are assessed
in different papers.
How we support you:
The coursebook has been restructured and edited to reflect the changes in the syllabus, making it easy to see how the
coursebook follows each syllabus point.
We have added key concept links, provoking students to consider the key concepts of the course in relation to a specific chapter.
We have re-written our teacher’s resource to support the coursebook with plenty of new teaching ideas to save you time in the
classroom.
We have added additional specialist language support for second language learners to our teacher’s resource to help build
vocabulary and reading, to reduce language as a barrier to accessing and achieving in the course. This includes guidance for you
as a teacher, and also pre-made handouts you can give students to practise these skills.
This series has been fully updated to cover the syllabus changes for Cambridge International AS & A Level Sociology. We are
working with Cambridge Assessment International Education towards endorsement of these resources.

AS Level:
•

The order of Paper 1 and 2 have been swapped

•

Paper 1 is now Socialisation, Identity and Methods of Research

•

The number of marks in Paper 1 and 2 has been increased from 50 to 60

•

The duration of the papers remains the same

•

There has been a slight change in structure in the papers and the introductory source/data has been removed.
The structured question now has three questions with multiple parts and is worth 34 marks.
There remains a choice of essay questions and these are now worth 26 marks.

Paper 1
This question paper will assess content drawn from the unit Socialisation, Identity and Methods of Research. It includes
shorter-answer questions and an essay.
Paper 2
This question paper will assess content drawn from the unit The Family. It includes shorter-answer questions and
an essay.
A Level:
•

Paper 3 has been replaced by two shorter examination papers: Paper 3 and Paper 4
(new AO weightings apply to these papers)

•

The combined duration of Paper 3 and 4 is the same as the current Paper 3

•

The number of marks available across the two papers has increased

Paper 3
This question paper will assess content from the compulsory unit Education. It will have four questions with an
increasing number of marks (three shorter questions and one essay question). It is worth a total of 50 marks.
Paper 4
This question paper assesses content from three different units: Media, Religion and Globalisation. It has a
choice of six essay questions and students must answer two questions on two different topics. The paper is
worth a total of 70 marks.

This means:
You will need to review the assessment objectives and make sure students understand any changes.
You will need to be familiar with the structure of the new papers and their mark scheme, and communicate the change in requirements
to students.
You will need to make sure students understand the optionality in the different papers.
How we support you:
We have updated our Preparing for Assessment chapter to make the new structure really clear to teachers and students so that
our resources reflect the changes to assessment.
We have added sections to help students improve their answers, build up their writing skills, develop their reflective practice and
become more independent learners.
You told us that both first and second language students struggle with writing and arguments, so we have added essay writing
and other language support to help you support your students.
We have also introduced a ‘What’s the evidence?’ feature in the coursebook to highlight important sociological studies and draw
students’ attention to them.
‘Key sociologists’ feature highlights important sociological studies, helping students keep track of theories, and ‘End of chapter’
summaries help consolidate their knowledge.

For more information on the syllabus changes please visit: cambridgeinternational.org

Changes to assessment

To inform the development of this new series, we talked to sociology teachers and
leading educational thinkers in Cambridge and around the world about how to
make teaching and learning sociology better. This rich insight has enabled us to
develop a series of resources with content and features to encourage students to
accelerate their learning and develop skills for life.

There are three different routes
through this course
1. AS Level only
(Candidates take all AS components
in the same series)

2. A Level (staged over two years)
Year 1 AS Level
Year 2 Complete the A Level

3. A Level
(Candidates take all components in the
same examination series)

What this means for you

How we support you

If you are planning to take option 1 in
2020, you can take the old course for
an additional year. If you are taking
the AS in 2021, you need to move to
the new course.

We will keep our previous edition
coursebook, designed for the old
syllabus, available for a period of
time at the start of the new course
to support those undertaking
option 1 (examinations in 2020)
and option 2 (staged A Level) – AS
examination in 2020).

If you are planning to take option 2,
where your AS will be assessed in
2020, you must take the old syllabus
for your first year and the new syllabus
for your second year, as both the AS
and the A Level for this syllabus will be
examined for the first time in 2021.
If you are taking option 3 with both
exams in 2021, you will need to switch
to the new course.

Content will be available in print and digital resources
Coursebook:
In the second edition of the Sociology for Cambridge International AS
& A Level coursebook, we explore a variety of sociologists and their
theories to encourage the development of a sociological skillset. The
new ‘Think like a sociologist’ feature helps students understand the
real-world implications and value of studying sociology. A wide range
of exam-style questions and sample answers supports students to
understand what a ‘good’ answer looks like.

Teacher’s resource - digital only:
Designed to support the teaching of Cambridge International AS & A
Level Sociology, this resource is packed with worksheets, innovative
teaching ideas and ways to develop your students’ essay-writing skills.
You will benefit from practical suggestions for in-class teaching and key
notes on teaching students who have English as an additional language.
Answers to questions in the coursebook are available in the teacher’s
resource, to help you mark answers quickly and easily.
We are working with Cambridge Assessment International Education towards endorsement
of these titles.

Brighter Thinking, Better Learning
Brighter Thinking drives the Cambridge Approach.
Every day we talk to teachers and leading educational
thinkers in Cambridge and around the world about
how to make teaching and learning better. We share
teachers’ ambitions to prepare students for success in

life, both academically and personally. This rich insight
and our common goal informs the development of
every new educational resource we publish. It makes
Better Learning possible, enabling students to
accelerate their learning and develop skills for life.
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