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13.1
Fill each gap by choosing a modal verb to suit the
degree of certainty and the tense in brackets.
More than one answer may be suitable.

1 Those figures .......................................  be right –
they just don’t add up. (certain / present)

2 Let’s go straight to the hotel. They
.......................................  arrived by now. (strong
probability / past)

3 I can’t find my mobile anywhere. I
.......................................  left it on the train.
(certainty / past)

4 A: Who’s on the phone? 

B: It ....................................... be Martha – she 
said she’d call at about this time. (certainty /
present)

5 It .......................................  been easy moving to a
new country without your family. (certainty /
past)

6 It ....................................... be a technical error.
(possibility / present

7 It’s been a while since we last spoke – he
....................................... moved since we were last
in touch. (possibility / past)

13.2 
Choose the best alternative to fill the gaps in
this email.

Hi Paula,

It was good to talk to you on the phone earlier. I

expect that you (1) ............................. (will have /

should have) read the report that I sent. Do you

think that I (2) ............................. (may / should)

include all of those figures, or just a few? I 

(3) ............................. (won’t / can’t) be receiving

this month’s statistics until Friday, so they will

have to go in at the last minute. Maybe we 

(4) ............................. (will / could) arrange to

meet up on Friday for lunch to finalise everything?

By then, I (5) ............................. (must / should)

have received the data I need. It 

(6) ............................. (might / should) also be a

good idea to invite David along to make sure that

he is happy with everything, too. Let me know

what you think.

13.3 
Mark the position of the main stress for each
word.

1 enthusiastic

2 managerial

3 documentary

4 innovative

5 organised

6 analytical

7 resignation

Developing people
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