What music is best?
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City gym

For $100 a year, people can enjoy swimming in
an Olympic-size pool, running on a treadmill,
lifting weights, and taking exercise classes such
as yoga, Pilates, and Brazilian dance. It’s an
open space with three levels. Although there are
no windows, it’s cold in the winter, and most of
the equipment is old and worn out, but
everyone agrees it’s the best deal in town.

dance? alternative? hip-hop?

Great mall food court

This new establishment includes over 20 food
stands specializing in cuisines from all over the
world. You can find Japanese noodles, Polish
sausages, Italian pizza, and a variety of other
foods. There is seating for about 500, and on the
weekends, this place is packed. Families from
the suburbs come here to have an affordable
meal and relax.

world music? easy listening? classical?

Skating rink

This rink used to be very popular. Now, very
few people come. The ice is always cracked, the
bleachers need to be repaired, and worst of all,
it’s located in the busiest part of town. Therefore,
you always hear loud traffic noise. At the
moment, this rink is being rebuilt. Hopefully a
new skating floor, a big snack stand, and a
modern stereo system will bring back the crowds.

ballads?

pop music? disco?

Arts college cafeteria

This cafeteria holds about 200 diners. Although
the food tastes terrible, it’s far from cheap. Most
of the clientele are young art students. Some
dress radically and carry laptops. Since they
have such a large workload and their dormitories
do not have kitchens, they spend a lot of time in
this cafeteria, drawing on their computers and
munching on french fries.

techno? punk? hip-hop?

Boomers’ Place

Hundreds of retirees come here daily to play
cards, swim, work out, and participate in a
variety of classes ranging from knitting to
Spanish. Most members are under 75. Recently,
the name was changed from “Town Senior
Center” to “Boomers’ Place” because most of
the retirees are proud of acting youthful and
being physically fit.

folk music? rap? country?

Train station

This is a rather large train station with 30,000
commuters passing through every day. It has six
tracks, a crowded information booth, five ticket
vending machines (usually three are broken),
and many small candy, magazine, and snack
shops. People always run through the station,
bumping into each other, trying to catch their
trains.

classical? opera? jazz?

Useful vocabulary:

catchy monotonous exhilarating evocative  frenetic

haunting  uplifting  soothing
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