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The digitisation of historical archives provides the opportunity to interrogate historical sources from 
entirely new vantage points. We describe here the curation and analysis of a large historical 
correspondence network derived from the Tudor State Papers, spanning almost 100 years, from 
1509 to 1603. The network connects 22,000 individuals, who sent 130,000 letters across this period. 
We often know the exact day on which a letter was written, as well as 5,000 geolocations from 
which the letters were sent, spanning Europe, the Americas, and Asia, giving a fascinating insight 
into Early Modern mobility. In addition we have detailed information on the letter contents - 
machine-readable synopses of the letters in digital form, and images of the original letter 
manuscripts. The historical nature of the data means that extensive disambiguation and de-
duplication of all person identities and place names was undertaken. Using combinations of different 
network measures to create network signatures we are able to identify different roles that 
individuals played in this network. These findings are then further contextualised through close-
reading of the letter manuscripts. We can also connect the network perspective to text analysis of 
the letter contents, showing which topics were discussed disproportionately often at a given point in 
time, and what sub-networks of individuals were discussing them. More generally our aim is to show 
how historical scholarship can benefit from large-scale network analysis, text-mining, and related 
quantitative methodologies.   
 


