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The problem  c——————p 1 e cause?

= Previous findings have shown poor learning outcomes In Indian = Language mixing is everyday reality in India, also in primary schools[®]
primary school children, especially in literacy skillstt-23l N | | o
« particularly in English[l, which is not one of the = Nevertheless, unilingual teaching (one subject one language) Is still the

children’s home languages norm in India and many other countries around the world

= Reading for comprehension requires both decoding and oral = Oral comprehension skills often not called on in reading/decoding
comprehension skillsl®] tasks

How can we support the development of Indian primary school children's reading comprehension skills?

— Teacher training & multilingual and multimodal classroom intervention

The Intervention Outcomes
honey bee (thenicha - i .
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How does the beehive with many rooms look like? g N
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i, Within 7 months:
T es W — Intervention group improved nearly 30%

— Intervention (government school) group caught
up with peers from private schools

Where do we go from here?

= Gather more evidence: expand to New Delhi and Assam for further testing of the pedagogy
= Examine effect of text type and question type (open vs. MCQ) in more detall in follow-up study

Added bonus:

= Children In Intervention classes actively engaged with the lesson, were smiling more

= Teachers In intervention classes reported higher attendance rates

= Teachers In Intervention classes were more relaxed, confident and engaged with teaching in a multilingual mode
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