
14 Human enhancement: the more the better?

Questions to stimulate reflection....................................................................................................................
‘It is morally acceptable to use biotechnology for therapeutic purposes, but not for

the purposes of enhancement’. Do you agree?

Is it morally acceptable to genetically engineer non-heritable changes, but not herit-

able ones?

Is it morally irresponsible to engineer our genes before we know how our genes

interact with each other?

Coffee is a cognitive enhancer, why should Modafinil be different?

Should we allow athletes to use performance-enhancing drugs so long as they

are safe?

Would enhancing our children demonstrate that we do not love them

unconditionally?

Would permitting enhancement lead to the natural lottery becoming as unfair as

the social lottery?

Might different groups, by enhancing themselves in accordance with their own

values, become different species?

Might widespread pharmaceutical intervention result in our losing sight of what

it is to be human?
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