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This session will cover:

What is topic-based learning?

A historical perspective

What are the benefits of topic-based learning in the primary and lower 
secondary classroom?

Considerations when implementing topic-based learning in the English 
language teaching/English as a second language classroom

How to set up a topic-based lesson in your classroom 
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This approach stems from teaching English through a range of curriculum 
subjects such as Science, Maths, Music, Art, Social studies, Technology, 
Literature, Psychology etc.

Topics could include: inventions, the human body, sport and health, shapes, 
problem-solving, caring for the environment and mental well-being.

What is topic-based learning?
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Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 3

Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 2

Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 4

Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 3

What topics are being taught here through 
the medium of English?
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Engaging

Age-appropriate      TOPICS

Motivating

Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 5
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Lower secondary 

topics

Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 8
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A historical perspective

The PPP (Presentation, Practice, Production) 
model versus The Communicative Approach

Learner-centred approach

Topics become the vehicle through which 
language content and structures are taught

Investigating and finding out about the world 
through English
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Young learners versus secondary learners

The main differentiating trait is that YLs learn indirectly and holistically rather 
than directly (Cameron 2005)
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Intrinsic versus Extrinsic motivation

What do young 

learners talk about? 

‘Real, age-appropriate, here and now 

experiences.’ (Nunan 2011)
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What are the benefits of topic-based 

learning?

o Learner-centred approach promoting independent work and 

creative thinking

o Creates a ‘real’ need to communicate and listen

o Appeals to different intelligences and learning styles

o Caters for mixed ability in the classroom

o Develops 21st century thinking skills, such as the ability to 

interpret, estimate, compare and contrast, classify, 

sequence, experiment and describe processes

o Opportunities for us to develop our skills and knowledge as 

teachers

o Helps to empower students for higher education
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Considerations when implementing topic-

based learning in the classroom

o Aims: What do I want my pupils to achieve?

o Concepts: Are they familiar with these in their mother tongue? Are they

age-appropriate?

o Skills required: listening, speaking, reading, writing

o Strategies/tools: e.g. bar graphs, pie charts, timelines etc…

o Vocabulary required: productive/receptive

o Grammar/sentence patterns/ language functions
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Global English Stage 3

Aims

Activate previous 

knowledge
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Global English Stage 3

Personalisation

Grammar 
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Cambridge Global English Stage 3

Aims: to describe and compare what robots do

Concepts: to understand and talk about 

abilities

Skills required:  listening and reading

Vocabulary: receptive: samples, search, 

rescue …

Grammar: can + infinitive

Lesson Planning
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Global English Stage 3

Creative, independent 

thinkers!
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The World around us

Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 1
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Quizzes and surveys

Investigative work
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Poetry

Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 5
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Science through Art!

Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 5
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Mental well-being

Cambridge Global English Learner’s Book Stage 9
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The Magic Key!

Generate curiosity, 

spark imaginations!

What do keys open? 

Doors, boxes, treasure 

troves ... 
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Picture Story
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Source: Vecteezy.com (free download)
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We are the key to our own happiness
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Thank you!

Any questions?


