GCSE English Literature

Brighter Thinking

Macbeth
Act 1
Macbeth and his fellow general, Banquo, have
successfully defended Scotland. As they return home,
the two comrades encounter the weird sisters, who
prophesy that Macbeth will become Thane of Cawdor
and then king. Banquo is told that his descendants will
also become kings.

Act 2

Act 3
Macbeth is crowned King of Scotland but he is
plagued with new fears. He orders the murder of
Banquo and his son to prevent the weird sisters’
prophecy coming true. Banquo is killed but his
son, Fleance, escapes. That night at the state
banquet, the ghost of Banquo appears to Macbeth
and sits in his seat. The guests depart in disarray.

Urged on by his wife, Macbeth plans to murder King
Duncan, who has come to stay at his castle. But as
Macbeth prepares to enter the king’s bedchamber,
his feverish mind sees an ‘air-drawn dagger’. After
he has murdered Duncan and his guards, Macbeth
mistakenly brings the daggers with him. So Lady
Macbeth has to return them to the murder scene.

Act 4
Macbeth tries to find out more about his future from
the weird sisters. They conjure up three Apparitions,
who warn him to ‘beware Macduff’ but also promise
that ‘none of woman born / Shall harm Macbeth’.
Act 5
Resistance to the tyrant Macbeth grows quickly. Macduff
thirsts for revenge on the man who slaughtered his wife
and children. As Malcolm’s army closes in on Macbeth,
Lady Macbeth sleepwalks, her mind tortured and
broken. Finally, after hearing that Lady Macbeth has
died, Macbeth faces Macduff. When Macbeth learns that
his opponent ‘was from his mother’s womb / Untimely
ripped’, he realises he is doomed.

News comes that Macduff has fled to England
to join with Malcolm, King Duncan’s son. Angry
and frustrated, Macbeth orders the slaughter
of Macduff’s entire family.
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Fair is foul, and foul is fair,
Hover through the fog and filthy air.
Witches: Act 1 Scene 1, lines 12-13

Your face, my thane, is a book where men
May read strange matters.
Lady Macbeth: Act 1 Scene 5, lines 60-61

			
Stars, hide your fires,
Let not light see my black and deep desires.
Macbeth: Act 1 Scene 4, lines 50-51

Avaunt and quit my sight! Let the earth hide thee!
Macbeth: Act 3 Scene 4, line 93

I pray you speak not; he grows worse and worse.
Lady Macbeth: Act 3 Scene 4, line 117

Let’s make us med’cines of our great revenge
To cure this deadly grief.
Malcolm: Act 4 Scene 3, lines 216-217

I have almost forgot the taste of fears.
Macbeth: Act 5 Scene 5, line 9

			
Lay on, Macduff,
And damned be him that first cries, ‘Hold, enough!’
Macbeth: Act 5 Scene 8, lines 33-34
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