GCSE English Literature

Brighter Thinking

Romeo and Juliet
Act 1
The Montagues and the Capulets are the two most
important families in Verona. For many years, they
have been fierce enemies in a bitter feud. Romeo, a
Montague, is deeply in love with the beautiful Rosaline,
but when he meets Juliet, a Capulet, by accident at a
grand Capulet ball they fall instantly and deeply in love.

Act 2
Act 3
Romeo and Juliet cannot escape the
consequences of the feud. Tybalt (a Capulet),
angered by Romeo’s unwelcome appearance
at his family’s party, seeks revenge. The newly
married Romeo will not fight. Instead, his friend
Mercutio takes up the challenge and is slain
by Tybalt. Angrily, Romeo kills Tybalt and
is banished for his crime.

Juliet uses the Nurse as a go-between to
help arrange an urgent marriage to
Romeo. Hoping to reconcile the two enemy
families, Romeo’s friend Friar Lawrence
agrees to marry the pair secretly.

Act 4

Act 5
The plan goes horribly wrong. The Friar’s messenger
is unable to reach Romeo. Believing his wife is
actually dead, Romeo buys poison and hurries back
to Verona. He kills Paris in the Capulet tomb, then
drinks the poison to join Juliet in death. Tragically, she
awakes just as Romeo dies, then also kills herself, not
wishing to live without him. Their deaths put an end
to the quarrels of the Montagues and the Capulets.

Juliet seeks help from Friar Lawrence, who devises
a risky plan to reunite the lovers. Juliet will drink a
potion which will make her appear dead. Romeo,
banished to Mantua, will return to meet his wife
when she awakes inside the Capulet tomb. Juliet’s
determination to drink the potion is strengthened
by her father’s insistence that she marry Paris, a
suitor he has lined up for her.
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O Juliet, I already know thy grief,
It strains me the past compass of my wits.
Friar Lawrence: Act 4 Scene 1, lines 46-47

It was the nightingale, and not the lark,
That pierced the fearful hollow of thine ear;
Nightly she sings on yond pomegranate tree.
Believe me, love, it was the nightingale.

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes
A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life;
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows
Doth with their death bury their parents’ strife.

Juliet: Act 3 Scene 5, lines 2-5

Prologue, lines 6-8

What’s in a name? That which we call a rose
By any other word would smell as sweet.
Juliet: Act 2 Scene 2, 43-44

O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore
art thou Romeo?
Juliet: Act 2 Scene 2, line 33

O true apothecary!
Thy drugs are quick. Thus with a kiss I die.
If love be rough with you, be rough with love:

Romeo: Act 5 Scene 3, lines 119-120

Prick love for pricking, and you beat love down.
Mercutio: Act 1 Scene 4, lines 27-28

But soft, what light through yonder window breaks?
It is the east, and Juliet is the sun.
Romeo: Act 2 Scene 2, lines 2-3
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