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WHY MARXISM?: T H E CONTINUING SUCCESS OF A FAILED THEORY. 
By Robert G. Wesson. New York: Basic Books, 1976. vi, 281 pp. $12.95. 

The title of the book is far more promising than its content. In this elegant long essay 
Professor Wesson (University of California at Santa Barbara) treats Marxism not as 
a successful political force, which he admits it is, but only as a "serious kind of political 
poetry." His inquiry is not why Marxism continues to be politically successful in 
spite of its theoretical failures but, to quote the preface, "why so many books have 
been written about it." 

Within such a narrow scope, the book offers an interesting and far-ranging, if 
not original, tour of literature about Marxism. Wesson freely borrows ideas from 
and cites opinions of well-established writers, both critics and advocates of various 
Marxist trends. His preferred explanation is that Marxism, in all its "multiple ag
glomeration," owes its popularity to the crudeness of its ideas which portray society 
as divided between two hostile forces: the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. This over
simplified image easily lends itself to the expression of mass discontent resulting from 
industrial development and has been widely adapted and used under different circum
stances by the poor against the rich, nationally and internationally. In conclusion, 
Wesson argues that Marxism is no more than a feeling of hatred dressed up as a 
"scientific" theory. The wave of Marxist popularity, he notes, is already beginning 
to recede and, eventually, it will pass away as the initial negative aspects of industrial
ization give way to its beneficial aspects and the postindustrial society. 

Unfortunately, such a view of Marxism is almost as reductionist as Marxism 
itself. The success of Marxism is due to more than just its suitability as a vehicle for 
expression of dissatisfactions, anger, and hatred, and Wesson himself alludes to this by 
recognizing that the longevity of the Marxist revolution in Russia cannot be at
tributed to the persisting hatred of the rich. His explanation is that the Soviet 
success is due to Lenin's "crucial amendment," which assigned the prime role in the 
making of the revolution to the revolutionary party instead of the proletarian class. 
In fact, the concept of a revolutionary avant-garde party, monolithic and authoritarian, 
is Marx's own brainchild, as amply proved by the Statutes of the Communist League 
written by Marx himself in December 1847. Marx failed in explaining the world the
oretically, but he succeeded in introducing to the modern world the principles of 
political organization and practice which became an acknowledged or unacknowledged 
foundation of all totalitarian movements in our tragic century. These are the roots 
of Marxist success in spite of its theoretical failures. 

THOMAS V. ATKINS 

Baruch College, CUNY 

SOVIET SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, DESIGN: INTERACTION AND CON
VERGENCE. By Raymond Hutchings. London: Oxford University Press, 1976. 
xiv, 320 pp. + 8 pp. plates. Tables. $27.50. 

Science, technology, and design are the essential components of the general pattern of 
industrial production and, for that matter, of modern civilization. Science supplies the 
ideas which, in Baconian terminology, help man to control nature by obeying its laws. 
Technology translates scientific ideas—not without adding some common sense—into 
the processes of manufacture. Design controls the province of the layout and the 
external appearance of manufactured objects. Hutchings's book supplies a competent, 
original, and fascinating analysis of these three categories as applied to the scientific-
industrial complex in the Soviet Union. In addition to a detailed discussion of the 
anatomy and dynamics of each category as a separate unit, it analyzes the multiple 
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administrative, economic, and cultural problems of the interaction of the three 
activities. 

The basic thesis of the book is that although Soviet science, technology, and 
design depend heavily on borrowing from the West, they are not without distinct 
national characteristics which, in their own way, illuminate some of the vital compo
nents of the Soviet political system, social arrangements, and cultural values. Although 
Hutchings devotes most attention to the economic features of science, technology, and 
design, he shows a particular sensitivity for the problems of historical and sociological 
significance. He offers an abundance of illuminating information on the historical 
uniqueness of the disharmonious development of Russian science and technology. On 
the sociological level, he throws important light on the interaction of the science-
technology-design complex with the other basic institutional complexes and vital 
sectors of cultural activities. The insights on the relationship of science to ideology, 
of technology to economic considerations, and of design to aesthetics are particularly 
interesting and meaningful. All three are related to the abstract ideas of philosophical 
nature and all are profoundly affected by the national propensity for uniform solu
tions of basic problems. 

Hutchings concludes that the gap between Soviet and Western technology is 
wider than the gap between Western and Soviet science and that, because of the 
Soviet policy of placing more emphasis on science than on technology, the comparative 
gap between science and technology has been growing at a continuous pace. He also 
shows that the scientific institutions have shown much more organizational flexibility 
than industrial plants as the institutional centers of technology. 

The book is the product of an extensive study of relevant literature, interviews 
with strategically placed specialists, and careful observations during visits to the 
USSR. Its base could have been widened by a more general discussion of the organ
izational principles and institutional matrix of Soviet science and by a closer scrutiny 
of the major work of Soviet experts in such new disciplines as the economics of 
science, the sociology of science, the general systems approach to the study of the 
interaction of the structural components of modern scientific research, and the 
pioneering work in forecasting the basic trends of the future development of the 
science-technology complex. In places, the narrative is impaired by the inadequate 
integration of material and the absence of a sharp thematic focus. 

Hutchings has produced a pioneering study in a field that is both fascinating 
and important. In addition to rich (and refreshingly new) material, his book offers 
many carefully documented generalizations and valuable hints for further research. 

ALEXANDER VUCINICH 

University of Texas, Austin 

ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF LIFE IN T H E USSR: MAIN FINDINGS OF COL
LOQUIUM HELD 29TH-31ST JANUARY, 1975 IN BRUSSELS. By NATO-
Directorate of Economic Affairs. Brussels: NATO Information Service, 1975. 
284 pp. Paper. 

QUANTITATIVE AND ANALYTICAL STUDIES IN EAST-WEST ECO
NOMIC RELATIONS. Edited by Josef C. Brada. Studies in East European and 
Soviet Planning, Development, and Trade, no. 24. Bloomington: International 
Development Research Center, Indiana University, 1976. xiv, 133 pp. Tables. 
Charts. $6.00, paper. 

In economics, "quantitative" studies include a diversity of methodologies, from basic 
statistics to econometrics. Although differing in subject matter, these two paperback 
publications illustrate opposite ends of that quantitative spectrum. The first (the 
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