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Digital technologies have changed the public arena, but there 
is little scholarly consensus about how they have done so. This 
Element lays out a new framework for the digitally mediated 
public arena by identifying structural changes and continuities 
with the pre-digital era. It examines three country cases – 
the United States, Germany, and China. In these countries 
and elsewhere, the emergence of new infrastructures such 
as search engines and social media platforms increasingly 
mediate and govern the visibility and reach of information, and 
thus reconfigure the transmission belt between citizens and 
political elites. This shift requires a rethinking of the workings 
and dysfunctions of the contemporary public arena and ways to 
improve it.
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The American Political Science Association (APSA) publishes four leading 
peer-reviewed political science journals. Members have free online access 
to the American Political Science Review, Perspectives on Politics, PS: Political 
Science & Politics, and the Journal of Political Science Education.

APSA Journals

apsanet.org/journals
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@JPSE_Editors

PS: Political Science & Politics provides critical 
analyses of contemporary political phenomena 
and is the journal of record for the discipline of 
political science reporting on research, teaching, 
and professional development.

The Journal of Political Science Education is an 
intellectually rigorous, peer-reviewed quarterly 
journal that publishes evidence-based and 
theoretically informed scholarship on teaching 
and pedagogical issues in political science.

The American Political Science Review is political 
science’s premier scholarly research journal, 
providing peer-reviewed articles and review 
essays from subfields throughout the discipline.

Perspectives on Politics seeks to provide a 
space for broad and synthetic discussion within 
the political science profession and between 
the profession and the broader scholarly and 
reading publics.
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