
TRANSFORMING BIODIVERSITY GOVERNANCE

Over fifty years of global conservation has failed to bend the curve of biodiversity loss, so

we need to transform the ways we govern biodiversity. The UN Convention on Biological

Diversity aims to develop and implement a transformative framework for the coming

decades. However, the question of what transformative biodiversity governance entails

and how it can be implemented is complex. This book argues that transformative

biodiversity governance means prioritizing ecocentric, compassionate and just sustainable

development. This involves implementing five governance approaches – integrative,

inclusive, adaptive, transdisciplinary and anticipatory governance – in conjunction and

focused on the underlying causes of biodiversity loss and unsustainability. Transforming

Biodiversity Governance is an invaluable source for academics, policy makers and

practitioners working in biodiversity and sustainability governance. This is one of a series

of publications associated with the Earth System Governance Project. For more

publications, see www.cambridge.org/earth-system-governance. This title is also

available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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The Earth System Governance Project was established in 2009 as a core project of the
International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change. Since
then, the Project has evolved into the largest social science research network in the area
of sustainability and governance. The Earth System Governance Project explores political
solutions and novel, more effective governance mechanisms to cope with the current
transitions in the socioecological systems of our planet. The normative context of this
research is sustainable development; earth system governance is not only a question of
institutional effectiveness, but also of political legitimacy and social justice.

The Earth System Governance series with Cambridge University Press publishes the
main research findings and synthesis volumes from the Project’s first ten years of operation.
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