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VALIDATION IN THE
CLINICAL THEORY
OF PSYCHOANALYSIS
AStudyin the Philosophy ofPsychoanalysis
by Adolf Orunbaum
"The most formidableamongthe skeptics,whohas madethe credibility of
Freudianscience(orlackofit)intoan obsessiveconcernfora decade,isthe
philosopherAdolf Griinbaum." -PeterGay,Yale University

Well overonehalfofthis magisterialnew volumeconstitutesamajorsequel
to Griinbaum's highly influential 1984 book The Foundations of Psycho-
choanalysis: A Philosophical Critique, which Sidney Hook said "has initiated a
new erainthe discussionofthe topic" andRichardW. Miller inthe Canadian
JoumalofPhilosophycalled"the mostsustainedandpowerfuleffort in ourtime
to makethe philosophyofscienceuseful,useful inthe pursuitoftheoriesand
evidence,anduseful inthe reliefof suffering."

Also hailingFoundations,HansJ. Eysenck wrote"it goestotheroots ofpsy-
choanalysisina mannerwhich otherphilosophershavetried todo, buthave
conspicuouslyfailed to achieve...abrilliant bookbya razor-sharpintellect....
the mostimportantdiscussionof the topic ..." Morris Eaglein Philosophyof
Science termedit "a devastatingcritique ofhermeneuticconceptualizations
andformulations."

Nowinthis essential new volume Griinbaum-winnerof Italy's 1989
FregenePrizefor outstandingachievementinthe philosophyof science-
goesfar beyondthat earlierbooktooffernew original ideason such fun-
damentalthemesas:the psychoanalytictheoryof transference,theinvesti-
gativeviability ofthe single-subjectcasestudy method,the placeboconcept
across all of medicine and psychotherapy, Freud's triadic psychology of
religious belief in theism, the dreamtheory, etc.

" ...brilliantandincisivecriticalanalysisofthe natureofthe scientific enter-
prise within psychoanalysis.... inaseries of superbly reasonedand
vigorously arguedpapers,Griinbaumestablishedanewlevel of criticism
that...demonstrateshis superiorsophisticationaboutpsychoanalysiscom-
paredwith thosephilosopherswho participatedinthe celebrateddebatesof
1959." -Philip S. Holzman,HarvardUniversity
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