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The American Institute of Physics (AIP) is composed often member societies (e.g., American Astronomical Society, 
American Geophysical Union, The American Physical Society) representing 90,000 physicists, astronomers, and geophysi-
cists. 

AIP publishes and produces 12 journals (e.g., The Astronomical Journal) for six member societies, 9 AIP owned 
publications (e.g., Journal of Chemical Physics and Physics Today), 21 translation journals (e.g., Soviet Astronomical 
Journal), AIP conference proceedings, books, bulletins, directories, reports, etc. AIP publishes over 160,000 pages of 
scientific research annually. 

The scientific staff of the Scientific Classification Division is responsible ^ -vriting abstracts of scientific articles (when 
not provided by the authors), determining the appropriate Physics and Astron rniy Classification Scheme (PACS) subject 
categories, and selecting appropriate descriptor terms/keywords (representing the total information content of an article) 
for each of the articles included in the AIP database. 

For each scientific article the title, author(s) affiliation, and location, journal name, journal volume, journal page, PACS 
subject categories, descriptor terms/keywords, and abstracts are included in the AIP database (approximately 40,000 
article per year containing 80% of the U.S. physics research). PACS is presented in another paper at this colloquium. 

The AIP database is used to produce the Searchable Physics Information Notices (SPIN) database, which includes the 
abstracts from articles and related information from 60 publications by AIP and its member societies. SPIN is available 
directly from AIP or online through the DIALOG Information Retrieval Service. 

AIP publishes the quarterly Current Physics Index (CPI) containing the abstracts and additional information from 50 
AIP publications. 

AIP also produces an Advanced SPIN which contains only the title, author(s), and abstract for articles accepted for 
publication and is available online. The Advanced SPIN database is used to produce two printed abstract journals, General 
Physics Advance Abstracts (GPAA) and Physical Review Abstracts (PRA). AIP provides the SPIN tape to the Department 
of Energy for inclusion in the online Energy Data Base and the printed Energy Research Abstracts. AIP also provides the 
SPIN tape to Fachinformationszentrum Energie, Physik, Mathematik (FIZ) semi-monthly for inclusion in the Physics 
Briefs Database which covers the worldwide physics literature (130,000 new records annually). The Physics Briefs Data­
base is used to produce the printed abstract journal Physics Briefs and the computerized database (PHYS) which is available 
online from STN International. 

Abstracts and related information from articles published in AIP journals and publications are available online through 
the Physics Briefs database (PHYZ) within one month of publication date. This is two to three months faster than the 
inclusion of such articles in competing physics abstract services. Physics Briefs and the PHYS database are available in North 
America from the Marketing Services Division of AIP. For large university users of physics databases, AIP's Marketing 
Division offers a yearly flat fee of $2450 which includes unlimited database searching, online displays, and offline prints. 
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