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Marking the third centenary of the office 
of Prime Minister, this book explains 
how and why it has endured longer than 
any other democratic political office. Sir 
Anthony Seldon, historian of Number 
10 Downing Street, explores the lives 
and careers of our great Prime Ministers, 
discussing which have been most 
effective and why.

‘A brilliant, panoramic survey of the fifty-five 
individuals who have been
prime minister since Robert Walpole - and 
their families too... A must read.’
Andrew Adonis, former transport minister, 
education minister and Head of No. 10 
Policy Unit, and author of Ernest Bevin, 
Labour’s Churchill

THE  
IMPOSSIBLE OFFICE?

THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER

www.cambridge.org/theimpossibleoffice

SIR ANTHONY SELDON 
Assisted by Jonathan Meakin and Illias Thoms

‘Three hundred years of one of the world’s most difficult jobs is worth some reflection 
- and there is no better way to go about that than to read this excellent book... There 
is much here to inform everyone from the general reader to the political addict.’
William Hague, former Leader of the Opposition, First Secretary of State,
Foreign Secretary, and Leader of the House of Commons
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“A characteristically bold and 
sweeping assault on the key tenets of 
American national security policy. 
Even readers who do not agree will 
be challenged by a well-cra� ed and 
thoroughly documented argument.”

Martha Crenshaw, Stanford 
University & Wesleyan University

“Unfailingly incisive, witty, original, prescient, and constructively 
contrarian. True to form, this case for complacency will shake you 

out of your complacency on American military policy.”

Steven Pinker, Harvard University

THE 
STUPIDITY 

OF WAR
A M E R IC A N  F OR E IG N 

P OL IC Y  A N D  T H E  C A SE 
F OR  C OM P L AC E NC Y
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Faculty hiring

Undergraduate
and graduate
student
recruitment

Materials to support
improvements
in teaching
and civic
education

External
review

Tips and strategies
for department
leaders

Contact
membership@apsanet.org
to gain access to the
Department Portal Today!

Making your
department
more diverse,
equitable,
and inclusive

The Department Portal features a range
of digital resources to support faculty and
their leaders, serving as a centralized space
for department members to access all of
the benefits available to them.

Available resources support:

Explore
APSA's new
Department
Portal
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SEPTEMBER 30—OCTOBER 3 | SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

2021 APSA ANNUAL MEETING
& EXHIBITION

PROMOTING PLURALISM

Learn more about the 2021 APSA Annual Meeting & Exhibition at connect.apsanet.org/apsa2021.
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