
A care pathway for advance decisions and powers of attorney

‘For me it was probably better than for her. I know that nobody can

interfere with what we’ve put down. It’s all written down and everybody

knows what the score is.’ B2 – carer

‘Good. It’s what I wanted and it’s done.’ A2 – service user

(Letters refer to identity of participant quoted)
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Everywhere a wasteland of clapped out muscle,
unhinged wheely-bins overflowing with trash;
if you scope the comings and goings,
you’ll find a murky dive,
where inarticulate jerks and low-lifes
meet in an overcrowded space –
a steamy room with loose bodies
locked in unusual positions,
caught on camera, moving slowly,
if at all. A tenor sax bends Mood Indigo
through its horn and behind the bar
a notice tells you not to ask for credit
as a refusal often offends. There are beds
out the back and the floor’s wet, where bits
of ragged tissue have been left around since
something went, after a night on the tiles.
Who knows which gang’s running the protection
racket in those crooked joints, nothing like the bee’s.
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