






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-7c8c6479df-94d59
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-03-20T07:03:44.265Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Books 
	>Streets in Motion 
	>City as Territory: Institutionalizing Majoritarianism



 


  [image: alt] Streets in Motion  The Making of Infrastructure, Property, and Political Culture in Twentieth-century Calcutta


  Buy print or eBook
 [Opens in a new window] 

 Book contents
 	 Frontmatter

	 Contents

	 List of Maps, Tables, Appendices, and Images

	 List of Abbreviations

	 Acknowledgements

	 Introduction

	1 The Making of the Modern Street: Engineers, Commoners, Agitators

	2 The Regime of the Streets: Renewal and Riots, 1910–1926

	3 City as Territory: Institutionalizing Majoritarianism

	4 Frontier Urbanization

	5 Durable Obstructions, Spatializing Motion: The History of Footpath Hawking in Calcutta

	 Epilogue

	 Glossary

	 Bibliography

	 Index





   3 - City as Territory: Institutionalizing Majoritarianism
   
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 

30 June 2022


  Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay
	Affiliation: Indian Institute of Science Education and Research, Mohali




  


    	Chapter




 Book contents    	 Frontmatter
	 Contents
	 List of Maps, Tables, Appendices, and Images
	 List of Abbreviations
	 Acknowledgements
	 Introduction
	1 The Making of the Modern Street: Engineers, Commoners, Agitators
	2 The Regime of the Streets: Renewal and Riots, 1910–1926
	3 City as Territory: Institutionalizing Majoritarianism
	4 Frontier Urbanization
	5 Durable Obstructions, Spatializing Motion: The History of Footpath Hawking in Calcutta
	 Epilogue
	 Glossary
	 Bibliography
	 Index


  Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite 
 

  Summary
 Throughout its colonial history, Calcutta had been a Hindu-majority city in the heart of a Muslim-majority province. Until the mid-twentieth century, despite bitter rivalry, the city's Hindu and Muslim populations inhabited shared spaces, even in areas populated chiefly by members of one community. In such localities, there were scattered pockets where people of the other community resided, creating a complex inter-communal sharing of neighbourhoods, infrastructures, and resources. Ghettos did not manifest to the extent they do today. However, the city's character began to transform slowly in the interwar decades due to the twin effects of urban renewal and communal mobilization, culminating in an utter territorial defeat of Muslims in the mid-twentieth century. One of the outcomes of this was ghetto formation in the city's margins. While ghettoization is a violent process, ghettos are also kept in place through violence.
This chapter looks at how the police as an apparatus of public order ‘read’ the city as a communally divided territory in moments of civil unrest. It also demonstrates how the cop–mob dialectic redrew, reinforced, and refunctioned the internal boundaries of the city. In this negotiation between the police and the mob, the street emerged both as a territory and as a zoning device. At the same time, the street (and the spatial order of the city) also shaped the tactics and the outcome of this urban warfare. In this light, I examine the police evidence of a series of communal occurrences spanning the first half of the twentieth century—including a communal civil war in 1946. In doing so, I track social infrastructures that developed around these riots and various forms of mass politics that further enforced the territorial reordering of Calcutta in the first half of the century. Finally, the chapter analyses the implications of these zoning exercises for the emergence of an internally segregated city in the post-colonial period. The discussion that follows examines the street and the ghetto as two distinct configurations of territory that frame the spatial reconfigurations of this period.
The Mob–Cop Dialectic
As discussed in Chapter 2, one of the areas affected by the Harrison Road Scheme, roughly bound by Cotton Street in the north, Canning Street in the south, Halliday Street in the east, and Brabourne Road in the west, became the nerve centre of the 1910 Bakr-Id riot.
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