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  Abstract
  It has become increasingly common for a reader to follow a URL cited in a court opinion or a law review article, only to be met with an error message because the resource has been moved from its original online address. This form of reference rot, commonly referred to as ‘linkrot’, has arisen from the disconnect between the transience of online materials and the permanence of legal citation, and will only become more prevalent as scholarly materials move online. The present paper*, written by Jonathan Zittrain, Kendra Albert and Lawrence Lessig, explores the pervasiveness of linkrot in academic and legal citations, finding that more than 70% of the URLs within the Harvard Law Review and other journals, and 50% of the URLs within United States Supreme Court opinions, do not link to the originally cited information. In light of these results, a solution is proposed for authors and editors of new scholarship that involves libraries undertaking the distributed, long-term preservation of link contents.
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 21 See, e.g., The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation R. 16, at 146 (Columbia Law Review Ass'n et al. eds., 19th ed. 2010).
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 42 The Wayback Machine: FAQ, Internet Archive, http://archive.org/about/faqs.php#The_Wayback_Machine (last visited Jan. 15, 2014), archived at http://perma.cc/0V2j3ibrkrG (“Why isn't the site I'm looking for in the archive?: Some sites may not be included because the automated crawlers were unaware of their existence at the time of the crawl. It's also possible that some sites were not archived because they were password protected, blocked by robots.txt, or otherwise inaccessible to our automated systems. Siteowners might have also requested that their sites be excluded from the Wayback Machine. When this has occurred, you will see a ‘blocked error’ message. When a site is excluded because of robots.txt you will see a ‘robots.txt query exclusion error’ message.”).
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