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  For a start, I would like to thank Veronika Fikfak for the invitation and initiating this panel. In my brief remarks, I aim to do three things. First, I would like to discuss briefly the development of the relationship between “cities and international law” and consequently the formation of a new research field. I will illustrate this formation by mentioning briefly two projects I am leading with friend and colleague Helmut Aust (Berlin): the ILA Study Group on “The Role of Cities in International Law” and a research handbook on the theme of cities and international law. I will end with some remarks regarding a paper I am currently working on: “The Urban Pushback”. The relationship between cities and international law is complex and multi-faceted. For the purpose of this Conference's Panel, my remarks focus on how international law has become an instrument of cities.
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 Footnotes
 
 This panel was convened at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, March 28, 2019, by its moderator Marissa Jackson of the New York City Commission on Human Rights, who introduced the panelists: Michael J. Glennon of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University; David Moore of the U.S. Agency for International Development; Janne E. Nijman of the University of Amsterdam and T.M.C. Asser Instituut; Dan Sarooshi QC of the University of Oxford; and Shana Tabak of the Tahirih Justice Center.
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