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  Abstract
  The growth of trade after 1860 has been attributed to declining tariffs, to falling transport costs, and, recently, to monetary arrangements. However, coincident with the rise of trade the second half of the nineteenth century saw the development of the first electric communication network: the telegraph. The first successful trans-oceanic cable was operating in 1865. The telegraph remained the only direct trans-oceanic communication link until into the twentieth century. Little research has been conducted explicitly linking the impact of telegraphs on international shipping and international trade. A panel is used to show that there is a correlation between the diffusion of the telegraph, co-ordination of shipping, and the growth of world trade even controlling for the impact of other well-studied effects. The telegraph reduced the time ships spent in port and allowed ships to travel farther among ports to collect more valuable cargo.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Research Article


 	
Information

	European Review of Economic History
  
,
Volume 10
  
,
Issue 2
  , August 2006  , pp. 147 - 173 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1361491606001663
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Cambridge University Press 2006




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


     
 

           



 
  	34
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
34




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Wenzlhuemer, Roland
2007.
The dematerialization of telecommunication: communication centres and peripheries in Europe and the world, 1850–1920.
Journal of Global History,
Vol. 2,
Issue. 3,
p.
345.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Wenzlhuemer, Roland
2007.
The Development of Telegraphy, 1870–1900: A European Perspective on a World History Challenge.
History Compass,
Vol. 5,
Issue. 5,
p.
1720.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






PRATT, DAVID
SCHOFIELD, P. R.
FRENCH, HENRY
KIRBY, PETER
FREEMAN, MARK
GREAVES, JULIAN
and
PEMBERTON, HUGH
2008.
Review of periodical literature published in 2006.
The Economic History Review,
Vol. 61,
Issue. 1,
p.
183.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






HANNAH, LESLIE
2008.
Logistics, Market Size, and Giant Plants in the Early Twentieth Century: A Global View.
The Journal of Economic History,
Vol. 68,
Issue. 1,
p.
46.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Calvo, Angel
2008.
State, firms and technology. The rise of multinational telecommunications companies: ITT and theCompañía Telefónica Nacional de España, 1924–1945.
Business History,
Vol. 50,
Issue. 4,
p.
455.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Andrabi, Tahir
and
Kuehlwein, Michael
2009.
Railways and Price Convergence in British India.
SSRN Electronic Journal,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Ejrnaes, M.
and
Persson, K. G.
2010.
The gains from improved market efficiency: trade before and after the transatlantic telegraph.
European Review of Economic History,
Vol. 14,
Issue. 3,
p.
361.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






O’Hara, Glen
2010.
New Histories of British Imperial Communication and the ‘Networked World’ of the 19th and Early 20th Centuries.
History Compass,
Vol. 8,
Issue. 7,
p.
609.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Andrabi, Tahir
and
Kuehlwein, Michael
2010.
Railways and Price Convergence in British India.
The Journal of Economic History,
Vol. 70,
Issue. 2,
p.
351.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Perkins, Richard
and
Neumayer, Eric
2011.
Is the Internet Really New After All? The Determinants of Telecommunications Diffusion in Historical Perspective.
The Professional Geographer,
Vol. 63,
Issue. 1,
p.
55.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Vanderstraeten, Raf
2012.
Rewriting Theory: From Autopoiesis to Communication.
Systems Research and Behavioral Science,
Vol. 29,
Issue. 4,
p.
377.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Lampe, Markus
and
Sharp, Paul
2014.
Handbook of Cliometrics.
p.
1.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Honsowetz, Aaron Michael
2014.
Federal Preemption and Competition in the Post 1866 United States Telegraph Market.
SSRN Electronic Journal,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Meissner, Christopher M.
2014.
Vol. 2,
Issue. ,
p.
1033.


	CrossRef






Lampe, Markus
and
Ploeckl, Florian
2014.
Spanning the Globe: The Rise of Global Communications Systems and the First Globalisation.
Australian Economic History Review,
Vol. 54,
Issue. 3,
p.
242.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Inwood, Kris
and
Keay, Ian
2015.
Transport Costs and Trade Volumes: Evidence from the Trans-Atlantic Iron Trade, 1870–1913.
The Journal of Economic History,
Vol. 75,
Issue. 1,
p.
95.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Chilosi, David
and
Federico, Giovanni
2015.
Early globalizations: The integration of Asia in the world economy, 1800–1938.
Explorations in Economic History,
Vol. 57,
Issue. ,
p.
1.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Engel, Alexander
2015.
Buying time: futures trading and telegraphy in nineteenth-century global commodity markets.
Journal of Global History,
Vol. 10,
Issue. 2,
p.
284.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Richardson, Alan J
2015.
The cost of a telegram: Accounting and the evolution of international regulation of the telegraph.
Accounting History,
Vol. 20,
Issue. 4,
p.
405.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Müller, Simone M.
and
Tworek, Heidi J.S.
2015.
‘The telegraph and the bank’: on the interdependence of global communications and capitalism, 1866–1914.
Journal of Global History,
Vol. 10,
Issue. 2,
p.
259.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar





Download full list
















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








The telegraph, co-ordination of tramp shipping, and growth in world trade, 1870–1910








	Volume 10, Issue 2
	
BYRON LEW (a1) and BRUCE CATER (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1361491606001663





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





The telegraph, co-ordination of tramp shipping, and growth in world trade, 1870–1910








	Volume 10, Issue 2
	
BYRON LEW (a1) and BRUCE CATER (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1361491606001663





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





The telegraph, co-ordination of tramp shipping, and growth in world trade, 1870–1910








	Volume 10, Issue 2
	
BYRON LEW (a1) and BRUCE CATER (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1361491606001663





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















