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    Abstract
 


 Llamas were the preferred sacrificial animals of the Inka Empire, their ritual value second only to that of human beings. Recent archaeological excavations at the Inka settlement of Tambo Viejo in the Acari Valley on the Peruvian south coast have revealed a number of ritually sacrificed llamas in a unique context. This new evidence demonstrates that the establishment of Tambo Viejo as a provincial Inka centre involved the performance of ritual practices that included the dedicatory sacrifice of domesticated animals. These rituals materialised Inka imperial ideology and ultimately enabled the legitimisation of Inka presence in a conquered location.


 

 
  Keywords
 AndesAcari ValleyInkallama sacrificeritual
 

  
	
Type

	Research Article


 	
Information

	Antiquity
  
,
Volume 94
  
,
Issue 378
  , December 2020  , pp. 1557 - 1574 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2020.183
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © The Author(s), 2020. Published by Cambridge University Press on behalf of Antiquity Publications Ltd




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 

 Arriaga, J. 1968 [1621]. The extirpation of idolatry in Peru. Lexington: University of Kentucky Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Betanzos, J. 1996 [1557]. Narrative of the Incas (translated and edited by Hamilton, R. & Buchanan, D.). Austin: University of Texas Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Bonavia, D. 2008. The South American camelids: an expanded and corrected edition (Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Monograph 64). Los Angeles: University of California.Google Scholar


 
 

 Browman, D.L. 1974. Pastoral nomadism in the Andes. Current Anthropology 15: 188–96. https://doi.org/10.1086/201455CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Calancha, A. 1975 [1638]. Coronica Moralizada del Orden de San Agustín en el Perú, con sus egenplares en esta Monarquía (Crónicas del Perú, volumes II–III). Lima: Edición de Ignacio Prado Pastor.Google Scholar


 
 

 Chase, Z.J. 2018. The Inca state and local ritual landscapes, in Alconini, S. & Covey, R.A. (ed.) The Oxford handbook of the Incas: 514–40. Oxford: Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190219352.013.9Google Scholar


 
 

 Cieza de León, P. 1959 [1552]. The Incas of Pedro de Cieza de León (translated by de Onis, H.). Norman: University of Oklahoma Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Cobo, B. 1979 [1653]. History of the Inca Empire, by Father Bernabé Cobo (translated & edited by Hamilton, R.). Austin: University of Texas Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Cobo, B. 1990 [1653]. Inca religion and customs, by Father Bernabé Cobo (translated & edited by Hamilton, R.). Austin: The University of Texas Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 D'Altroy, T. 2003. The Incas. Malden (MA): Blackwell.Google Scholar


 
 

 D'Altroy, T. 2015. Funding the Inka Empire, in Shimada, I. (ed.) The Inka Empire: a multidisciplinary approach: 97–118. Austin: University of Texas Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 D'Altroy, T. 2018. Inca political organization, economic institutions and infrastructure, in Alconini, S. & Covey, R.A. (ed.). The Oxford handbook of the Incas: 205–26. Oxford: Oxford University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Eeckhout, P. & López-Hurtado, E.. 2018. Pachacamac and the Incas on the coast of Peru, in Alconini, S. & Covey, R.A. (ed.) The Oxford handbook of the Incas: 179–95. Oxford: Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190219352.013.19Google Scholar


 
 

 Estete, M. 1968 [1534]. La relación del viaje que hizo el señor capitán Hernando Pizarro por mandado del señor Gobernador, su hermano, desde el pueblo de Caxamalca a Parcana y de allí a Jauja. Verdadera relación de la conquista del Perú y provincial del Cuzco llamada la Nueva Castilla. Francisco de Xerez. Biblioteca Peruana I: 345–402.Google Scholar


 
 

 Gade, D. 1977. Llama, alpaca y vicuña: ficción y realidad, in Ochoa, J. Flores (ed.) Pastores de Puna: Uywamichiq Punarunakuna: 113–20. Lima: Instituto de Estudios Peruanos.Google Scholar


 
 

 Guaman Poma, F. 1936 [1613]. Nueva Corónica y Buen Gobierno. Paris: Institut D'Ethnologie, Université de Paris.Google Scholar


 
 

 Heyerdahl, T., Sandweiss, D.H. & Narvaez, A.. 1995. Pyramids of Túcume: the quests for Peru's forgotten city. New York: Thames & Hudson.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hyslop, J. 1990. Inka settlement planning. Austin: University of Texas Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kent, J.D., Tham, T.R., Vasquez, V., Gaither, C.M. & Bethard, J.D.. 2016. The camelid sacrifices of Santa Rita B: an agropastoral site in the Chao Valley, north coast of Peru, in Capriles, J. & Tripcevich, N. (ed.) The archaeology of Andean pastoralism: 183–96. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Malpass, M.A. 2009. Daily life in the Inca Empire. London: Greenwood.Google Scholar


 
 

 Marcus, J. 2007. Rethinking ritual, in Kyriakidis, E. (ed.) The archaeology of ritual: 43–75. Los Angeles: Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, University of California Press. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvdjrr7s.8CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 McEwan, G.F. 2008. The Incas: new perspectives. London & New York: W.W. Norton.Google Scholar


 
 

 Menzel, D. 1959. The Inca occupation of the south coast of Peru. Southwestern Journal of Anthropology 15: 125–42. https://doi.org/10.1086/soutjanth.15.2.3628802CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Menzel, D. & Riddell, F.A.. 1986. Archaeological investigations at Tambo Viejo, Acari Valley, Peru 1954. Sacramento: California Institute for Peruvian Studies.Google Scholar


 
 

 Molina, C. 1947 [1572]. Ritos y fábulas de los Incas. Buenos Aires: Editorial Futuro S.R.L.Google Scholar


 
 

 Montesinos, F. 1882. Memorias antiguas historiales políticas del Perú. San Bernardino (CA).Google Scholar


 
 

 Moore, J.D. 1996. The archaeology of plazas and the proxemics of ritual: three Andean traditions. American Anthropologist 98: 789–802. https://doi.org/10.1525/aa.1996.98.4.02a00090CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Moore, J.D. 2005. Cultural landscapes in the ancient Andes: archaeologies of place. Gainesville: University Press of Florida.Google Scholar


 
 

 Morris, C. & von Hagen, A.. 2011. The Incas: lords of the four quarters. London: Thames & Hudson.Google Scholar


 
 

 Morris, C. & Thompson, D.E.. 1985. Huánuco Pampa: an Inca city and its hinterland. London: Thames & Hudson.Google Scholar


 
 

 Murra, J.V. 1983. La organización económica del estado Inca. Mexico City: Siglo Veintiuno, América Nuestra.Google Scholar


 
 

 Murra, J.V. 1984. Andean societies. Annual Review of Anthropology 13: 119–41. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.an.13.100184.001003CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Pizarro, P. 1965 [1571]. Relación del descubrimiento y conquista de los reinos del Perú. Crónicas del Perú. Biblioteca de Autores Españoles 68: 159–242.Google Scholar


 
 

 Polo de Ondegardo, J. 1940 [1561]. Informe del Licenciado Juan Polo de Ondegardo al Licenciado Briviesca de Muñatones sobre la perpetuidad de las encomiendas en el Perú. Revista Histórica 13: 128–96.Google Scholar


 
 

 Rappaport, R.A. 1999. Ritual and religion in the making of humanity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511814686CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Reinhard, J. & Ceruti, M.C.. 2010. Inca rituals and sacred mountains: a study of the world's highest archaeological sites. Los Angeles (CA): Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Richards, C. & Thomas, J.. 1984. Ritual activity and structured deposition in the Later Neolithic Wessex, in Bradley, R. & Gardiner, J. (ed.) Neolithic studies: a review of some current research (British Archaeological Reports British Series 133): 189–218. Oxford: British Archaeological Reports.Google Scholar


 
 

 Rostworowski, M. 1988. Prólogo, in Rostworowski, M. (ed.) Conflicts over coca fields in 16th-century Peru (Studies in Latin American Ethnohistory and Archaeology 21): 69–81. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Rowe, J.H. 1945. Absolute chronology in the Andean area. American Antiquity 10: 265–84. https://doi.org/10.2307/275130CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Rowe, J.H. 1946. Inca culture at the time of Spanish conquest, in Steward, J.H. (ed.) Handbook of South American Indians, volume 2 (Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 143): 183–330. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution.Google Scholar


 
 

 Swenson, E. 2015. The archaeology of ritual. Annual Review of Anthropology 44: 329–45. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-anthro-102214-013838CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Urton, G. 1990. The history of a myth: Pacariqtambo and the origin of the Inkas. Austin: University of Texas Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Valdez, L.M. 2014. The earliest fortifications of the south coast of Peru. Ñawpa Pacha 34: 201–22. https://doi.org/10.1179/0077629714Z.00000000021CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Valdez, L.M. 2019. Inka sacrificial guinea pigs from Tambo Viejo, Peru. International Journal of Osteoarchaeology 29: 595–601. https://doi.org/10.1002/oa.2755Google Scholar


 
 

 Valdez, L.M., Huamaní, M.N., Bettcher, K.J., Liza, M.A., Aylas, K. & Alarcón, W.. 2020. Recent archaeological research at Tambo Viejo, Peru. Latin American Antiquity 31: 202–208. https://doi.org/10.1017/laq.2019.95CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Wheeler, J.C. 1982. Ageing llamas and alpacas by their teeth. Llama World Summer 1982: 12–17.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wheeler, J.C., Russel, A.F.G. & Redden, H.. 1995. Llamas and alpacas: pre-Conquest breeds and post-Conquest hybrids. Journal of Archaeological Science 22: 833–40. https://doi.org/10.1016/0305-4403(95)90012-8CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Xerez, F. 1968 [1534]. Verdadera relación de la conquista del Perú y provincia del Cuzco llamada la Nueva Castilla. Biblioteca Peruana I: 191–272.Google Scholar


 
 

 Zárate, A. 1968 [1555]. Historia del descubrimiento y conquista del Perú. Biblioteca Peruana II: 105–413. Lima: Editores Técnicos Asociados.Google Scholar


 
 

 Zuidema, R.T. 1992. Inca cosmos in Andean context, in Dover, R., Seibold, K. & McDowell, J. (ed.) Andean cosmologies through time: 17–45. Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University Press.Google Scholar




 

           



 
  	5
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


    


 













Cited by





	



5




	


















Crossref Citations










This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Wakild, Emily
2021.
Learning from the llama: on the broad contours of cultural contributions and geographic expansion.
História, Ciências, Saúde-Manguinhos,
Vol. 28,
Issue. suppl 1,
p.
141.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Flores-Blanco, Luis
Altamirano, Alfredo J.
Villacorta, Marco
Capriles, José M.
Estrada, Flavio
Herrera, Katia
Llosa, Melchor
Chávez, Eduardo
and
Alarcón, Carmela
2022.
Reconstructing the sequence of an Inca Period (1470-1532 CE) camelid sacrifice at El Pacífico, Peru.
Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports,
Vol. 41,
Issue. ,
p.
103247.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Lane, Kevin
Beresford-Jones, David
Coll, Luis
Marsh, Erik
Scaife, Rob
Greco, Catriel
Oros, Oliver Huaman
Herrera, Alexander
Grant, Jennifer
and
French, Charles
2022.
Pre-Hispanic anthropogenic wetlands in the upper Ica drainage, south-central Andes: dating and context.
Antiquity,
Vol. 96,
Issue. 389,
p.
1251.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Socha, Dagmara M.
Sykutera, Marzena
and
Orefici, Giuseppe
2022.
Use of psychoactive and stimulant plants on the south coast of Peru from the Early Intermediate to Late Intermediate Period.
Journal of Archaeological Science,
Vol. 148,
Issue. ,
p.
105688.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Valdez, Lidio M.
and
Bettcher, Katrina J.
2023.
The founding of the Inca provincial center of Tambo Viejo, Acarí, Perú.
Ñawpa Pacha,
Vol. 43,
Issue. 2,
p.
249.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference




Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	









	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Inka llama offerings from Tambo Viejo, Acari Valley, Peru








	Volume 94, Issue 378
	
Lidio M. Valdez (a1) (a2), Katrina J. Bettcher (a2) and Marcelino N. Huamaní (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2020.183





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Inka llama offerings from Tambo Viejo, Acari Valley, Peru








	Volume 94, Issue 378
	
Lidio M. Valdez (a1) (a2), Katrina J. Bettcher (a2) and Marcelino N. Huamaní (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2020.183





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Inka llama offerings from Tambo Viejo, Acari Valley, Peru








	Volume 94, Issue 378
	
Lidio M. Valdez (a1) (a2), Katrina J. Bettcher (a2) and Marcelino N. Huamaní (a2)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2020.183





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















