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  Summary
 German Idealism and American Pragmatism are closely related in a complicated way. Lines of comparison and influence can be drawn, but there are significant differences as well. Superficially, one might think that the biggest difference is that Hegel is a metaphysician whereas the pragmatists are not. However, Hegel was also a major critic of metaphysics, and the pragmatists were also concerned with many metaphysical questions and principles. The issue has become even more complicated because of the way that philosophers have referred to both traditions. Most of the neo-pragmatists, like Robert Brandom, have a close relationship not only to classical Pragmatism but also to Hegel. However, although one might be led from these affinities to the impression that Hegel and Pragmatism form a single tradition, this is not the case – at least not without certain restrictions. For various reasons, many contemporary philosophers tend to stress how closely related Pragmatism is to Kant and German Idealism. But one must also be aware of the critical distance of the pragmatists to Idealism. The role of experience is central to the philosophy of the pragmatists, and it is on this basis that they criticised a major feature of German Idealism.
In the first part of what follows, I will sketch the criticisms that the pragmatists voiced against German Idealism as well as the influence that they admitted it had on their own positions. In the second part I will turn to the specific relationship between Hegel and Peirce. I take this relationship to be an especially interesting example of a fruitful discussion between Hegel and Pragmatism. The third part will contain some concluding remarks.
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