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  Abstract
  Do infants and young children (two-year-olds) possess an implicit theory of mind which is revealed through their communicative interactions or are they simply treating their interlocutors as objects to manipulate in service to their own material ends? Shatz & O'Reilly (1990) criticized a paper by Golinkoff (1986) for claiming that infants were attempting to communicate as opposed to simply manipulate their listeners. This paper takes exception to that argument. It reviews additional evidence which indicates that infants in the second year of life are capable of communicating for the sake of the ‘meeting of minds’. The alternative – treating young children's communications as only the firing off of conversational routines for the purpose of attaining material ends – seriously underestimates infants' knowledge of the communicative process.
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 [*]For their extremely insightful comments on this manuscript I would like to thank Lois Bloom, Helen Tager-Flusberg, Carolyn Mervis and Michael Tomasello.




 
 
 References
 
REFERENCES

 
 

 


 
 

 Baldwin, D. (1991). Infants' contribution to the achievement of joint reference. Child Development 62, 875–90.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bates, E., Benigni, L., Bretherton, I., Camaioni, L. & Volterra, V. (1979). The emergence of symbols: cognition and communication in infancy. New York: Academic Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bloom, L. (1970). Language development: form and function in emerging grammars. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bloom, L. & Beckwith, R. (1989). Talking with feeling: integrating affective and linguistic expression in early language development. Cognition and Emotion 3, 313–42.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bloom, L., Capatides, J. & Tackeff, J. (1981). Further remarks on interpretive analysis: in response to Christine Howe. Journal of Child Language 8, 403–11.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bowerman, M. (1973). Structural relationships in children's utterances: syntactic or semantic? In Moore, T. (ed.), Cognitive development and the acquisition of language. New York: Academic Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bretherton, I., McNew, S. & Beeghly-Smith, M. (1981). Early person knowledge as expressed in gestural and verbal communication: when do infants acquire a ‘theory of mind’? In Lamb, M. & Sherrod, L. (eds), Social cognition in infancy. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.Google Scholar


 
 

 Campos, J. J. & Stenberg, C. R. (1981). Perception, appraisal and emotion: the onset of social referencing. In Lamb, M. & Sherrod, L. (eds), Infant social cognition. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.Google Scholar


 
 

 Franco, F. & Butterworth, G. (1991). Infant pointing: prelinguistic reference and co-reference. Paper presented at the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle.Google Scholar


 
 

 Golinkoff, R. (1981). The case for semantic relations: evidence from the verbal and nonverbal domains. Journal of Child Language 8, 413–37.Google Scholar


 
 

 Golinkoff, R. (1986). ‘I beg your pardon?’ The preverbal negotiation of failed messages. Journal of Child Language 13, 455–76.Google Scholar


 
 

 Golinkoff, R. & Gordon, L. (1988). What makes communication run? Characteristics of immediate successes. First Language 8, 103–24.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hoffman, M. (1988). Moral development. In Bornstein, M. & Lamb, M. (eds), Developmental psychology: an advanced textbook. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.Google Scholar


 
 

 Lempers, J. D., Flavell, E. R. & Flavell, J. H. (1977). The development in very young children of tacit knowledge concerning visual perception. Genetic Psychology Monographs 95, 3–53.Google Scholar


 
 

 Macnamara, J. (1989). Children as common sense psychologists. Canadian Journal of Psychology 43, 426–9.Google Scholar


 
 

 Pinker, S. (1984). Language learnability and language development. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Seidenberg, M. & Petitto, L. (1979). Signing behavior in apes: a critical review. Cognition 7, 177–215.Google Scholar


 
 

 Shatz, M. (1983). Communication. In Flavell, J. & Markman, E. (eds), Cognitive development. In P. Mussen (gen. ed.), Carmichael's manual of child psychology (4th edn). New York: Wiley.Google Scholar


 
 

 Shatz, M. & O'Reilly, A. (1990). Conversational or communicative skill? A reassessment of two-year-olds' behaviour in miscommunication episodes. Journal of Child Language 17, 131–46.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Tomasello, M., Conti-Ramsden, G. & Ewert, B. (1990). Young children's conversations with their mothers and fathers: differences in breakdown and repair. Journal of Child Language 17, 115–30.Google Scholar


 
 

 Tomasello, M., Farrar, M. & Dines, J. (1983). Children's speech revisions for a familiar and unfamiliar adult. Journal of Speech and Hearing Research 27, 359–63.Google Scholar


 
 

 Vygotsky, L. (1962). Thought and language. Cambridge, MA: C.U.P.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wellman, H. (1990). The child's theory of mind. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Werner, H. & Kaplan, B. (1983). Symbol formation. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.Google Scholar


 
 

 Zahn-Waxler, C., Radke-Yarrow, M. & King, R. (1979). Child-rearing and children's prosocial invitations toward victims of distress. Child Development 50, 319–30.Google Scholar




 

           



 
  	54
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


    


 













Cited by





	



54




	


















Crossref Citations










This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Golinkoff, Roberta Michnick
and
Kenealy, Laura
1994.
V. Volterra & C. J. Erting (eds), From gesture to language in hearing and deaf children. Berlin: Springer-Verlag; 1990. Pp. xv + 335..
Journal of Child Language,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 2,
p.
509.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Marcos, Haydée
and
Bernicot, Josie
1994.
Addressee co-operation and request reformulation in young children.
Journal of Child Language,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 3,
p.
677.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Golinkoff, Roberta Michnick
Mervis, Carolyn B.
and
Hirsh-Pasek, Kathryn
1994.
Early object labels: the case for a developmental lexical principles framework.
Journal of Child Language,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 1,
p.
125.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






NEWTON, PAUL E.
and
REDDY, VASUDEVI
1995.
The Basis for Understanding Belief.
Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour,
Vol. 25,
Issue. 4,
p.
343.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Akhtar, Nameera
Carpenter, Malinda
and
Tomasello, Michael
1996.
The Role of Discourse Novelty in Early Word Learning.
Child Development,
Vol. 67,
Issue. 2,
p.
635.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Elias, Gordon
and
Broerse, Jack
1996.
Developmental changes in the incidence and likelihood of simultaneous talk during the first two years: a question of function.
Journal of Child Language,
Vol. 23,
Issue. 1,
p.
201.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






O'Neill, Daniela K.
1996.
Two-Year-Old Children's Sensitivity to a Parent's Knowledge State When Making Requests.
Child Development,
Vol. 67,
Issue. 2,
p.
659.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Franco, Fabia
and
Butterworth, George
1996.
Pointing and social awareness: declaring and requesting in the second year.
Journal of Child Language,
Vol. 23,
Issue. 2,
p.
307.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Bernicot, Josie
2000.
L'acquisition du langage. Vol. II.
p.
45.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Marcos, H.
2001.
Introduction: early pragmatic development.
First Language,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 63,
p.
209.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Veneziano, Edy
2001.
Displacement and informativeness in child-directed talk.
First Language,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 63,
p.
323.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Franco, Fabia
and
Gagliano, Antonino
2001.
Toddlers' pointing when joint attention is obstructed.
First Language,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 63,
p.
289.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Reddy, Vasudevi
and
Morris, Paul
2004.
Participants Don’t Need Theories.
Theory & Psychology,
Vol. 14,
Issue. 5,
p.
647.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Reddy, Vasudevi
2004.
Blackwell Handbook of Infant Development.
p.
241.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Diesendruck, Gil
Markson, Lori
Akhtar, Nameera
and
Reudor, Ayelet
2004.
Two‐year‐olds’ sensitivity to speakers’ intent: an alternative account of Samuelson and Smith.
Developmental Science,
Vol. 7,
Issue. 1,
p.
33.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






2005.
REFERENCES.
Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development,
Vol. 70,
Issue. 1,
p.
123.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






2005.
Evaluating Research Methods in Psychology.
p.
170.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Leavens, David A.
Russell, Jamie L.
and
Hopkins, William D.
2005.
Intentionality as Measured in the Persistence and Elaboration of Communication by Chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes).
Child Development,
Vol. 76,
Issue. 1,
p.
291.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Nayer, Samantha L.
and
Graham, Susan A.
2006.
Children's communicative strategies in novel and familiar word situations.
First Language,
Vol. 26,
Issue. 4,
p.
403.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Reddy, Vasudevi
2007.
Getting back to the rough ground: deception and ‘social living’.
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences,
Vol. 362,
Issue. 1480,
p.
621.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar





Download full list
















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference




Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	









	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








When is communication a ‘meeting of minds’?*








	Volume 20, Issue 1
	
Roberta Michnick Golinkoff (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S030500090000920X





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





When is communication a ‘meeting of minds’?*








	Volume 20, Issue 1
	
Roberta Michnick Golinkoff (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S030500090000920X





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





When is communication a ‘meeting of minds’?*








	Volume 20, Issue 1
	
Roberta Michnick Golinkoff (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S030500090000920X





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















