






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.



















Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×





























	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 






Home













 




















	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-7c8c6479df-7qhmt
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-03-19T06:09:59.462Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Development and Psychopathology 
	>Volume 15 Issue 4 
	>The impact of institutionalization on child development



 	English
	
Français






    Development and Psychopathology
  

  Article contents
 	Extract




  The impact of institutionalization on child development
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
14 November 2003

    KIM MACLEAN   
 
 
  
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	KIM MACLEAN
	Affiliation: St. Francis Xavier University




  


    	Article

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Extract


 Get access   Share  

  

  Cite  Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Extract
  During the past 10 years researchers studying children adopted from Romanian orphanages have had the opportunity to revisit developmental questions regarding the impact of early deprivation on child development. In the present paper the effects of deprivation are examined by reviewing both the early and more recent literature on studies of children who spent the first few years of life in institutions. Special attention is given to the Canadian study of Romanian adoptees in which the author has been involved. Findings across time and studies are consistent in showing the negative impact of institutionalization on all aspects of children's development (intellectual, physical, behavioral, and social–emotional). Results of studies show, however, that institutionalization, although a risk factor for less optimal development, does not doom a child to psychopathology. However, the impact of institutionalization is greater when coupled with risk factors in the postinstitutional environment. Methodological and conceptual difficulties in research with institutionalized samples of children are discussed and future directions for research are considered.
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